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Public Protection 

Dist rict Attorney 

The Office of the District Attorney is the prosecuting attorney for all felony cases 
and juvenile cases filed in the County of Los Angeles . The District Attorney may also 
perform the prosecutorial function for misdemeanor prosecutions in cities where there is 
no city prosecutor. To carry out the mission of the office as an independent agency, the 
District Attorney's Office evaluates every case presented by law enforcement agencies 
throughout the County. The office is the largest local prosecution agency in the nation. 

M aj or Accomplishment s 200 6-20 0 7 

•	 Hosted the 5th Annual DNA Awareness Forum to promote DNA analysis as a crime­
fighting tool in solving cold cases, identifying repeat and serial offenders and 
exonerating innocent suspects. Drafted a resolution adopted by the state declaring 
September of each year to be DNA Awareness Month. 

•	 Spearheaded the formation of a countywide task force to undertake the challenges of 
implementing Proposition 69, the "DNA Fingerprint, Unsolved Crime and Innocence 
Protection Act", in Los Angeles County. As of December 2006, more than 95,000 DNA 
samples from Los Angeles County had been submitted to the state DNA lab for 

Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Budget 
analysis and uploading into the state database. 

Gross Total $335,558,000 
•	 Created the High Technology Crime Division to increase the office's ability to interdict 

Less Intrafund the organized criminal element driving identity theft and other high-tech crimes, deter 
Transfer $14,123,000 street-level crimes through aggressive prosecution and provide training and assistance 

Net Total $321,435,000	 to task forces and other agencies. 

Revenue $140,265,000 •	 Received the Quality and Productivity Commission's Silver Eagle Award for the highly 
Net County Cost $181,170,000	 innovative Fraud Interdiction Program, which addresses the growing crisis of health 

care fraud. More than $2 million in fraud has been prevented. 

Positions 2,256.0 
Major Obj ec·tives 2007-2008 

•	 Collaborate with the U.S. Attorney's Office to work with federal prosecutors in 
prosecuting transnational gang members who illegally re-enter the United States 
following felony conviction and deportation. 

•	 Implement an anti-graffiti program targeted at deterring and effectively prosecuting 
graffiti crimes in Los Angeles County. 

•	 Establish the LADA Criminal Justice Institute for prosecutors and law enforcement 
professionals in Los Angeles County and other jurisdictions to promote and teach best 
practices in criminal investigations and trial advocacy. 

•	 Implement a program focusing on the prosecution and prevention of animal cruelty and 
neglect cases. Prosecutors and law enforcement will be trained on the recognition, 
investigation and prosecution of these cases. 

District Attorney Steve Cooley 
(left) and Deputy District Attorney 
Lisa Kahn (right) present a 2006 
DNA Awareness TeamAward to 
Orange County District Attorney 
Tony Rackauckas. 

District Attorney Steve Cooley 
and Los Angeles County Public 
Defender Michael Judge at the 
2006 DNA Awareness Forum. 

Deputy District Attorney AI MacKenzie, 
District Attorney Steve Cooley and 
Special Assistant Mia Baker (second, 
third and fifth from left respectively) 
accept the Quality & Productivity District Attorney Steve Cooley introduces 
Commission 's Silver Eagle Award. Deputy District Attorney Deborah Knaan 

(left) at press conference on animal cruelty. 22 




